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MEETING  OF  WORLD  COMMITTEE 

By  Edwin  A.  Sanders 

Ohio,  says  the  state’s  official  publicity  bro- 
chure, “.  . . gave  flight  and  light  to  the  world," 
and  so  calls  attention  to  the  Wright  brothers 
and  to  Thomas  Edison.  Ohio,  host  to  the  Friends 
World  Committee  meeting  in  Germantown  from 
October  28  to  November  3,  1955,  gave  occasion 
for  flight  to  the  imagination  of  Friends  who  are 
inclined  to  become  provincially  bound  and  for 
light,  the  clear  light  of  reality,  to  those  whose 
imaginations  may  have  pictured  a world-wide 
religious  Society  more  idealistic  than  it  is.  For 
these  experiences  in  the  company  of  one  another 
and  in  the  setting  of  some  of  the  loveliest 
autumn  weather  this  hemisphere  provides,  more 
than  100  Friends  have  reason  to  be  grateful.  For 
here  convened  the  Sixth  Meeting  of  the  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  was  represented  by 
Eubanks  Carsner,  Ferner  Nuhn  and  me.  I hope 
that  reports  will  be  received  from  these  other 
representatives  through  these  columns,  in  local 
Meetings  and  at  our  next  Yearly  Meeting,  for 
there  is  no  question  but  that  Friends  examined 
at  Germantown  their  most  important  problems 
and  concerns.  And  considering  how  Friends 
rose  or  failed  to  rise  to  this  occasion  gives  us 
an  opportunity  to  examine  our  own  life  in  the 
Meetings.  Since  the  sessions  are  reported  in  de- 
tail and  most  adequately  otherwheres,  in  this 
limited  space  I shall  give  a quite  personal  reac- 
tion to  the  import  of  those  sessions  as  I under- 
stood them. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  there  were  three  main 
themes  through  these  days:  the  organizational 
functioning  of  the  committee;  future  growth 
and  destiny  of  the  committee;  and  the  question 
of  whether  there  is  a common  faith  and  prac- 
tice for  Friends  which  can  be  recognized  and 
relied  upon  by  this  World  Committee. 

The  organization  of  the  committee  is  much 
clearer  and  more  effective  as  a result  of  this 
sixth  meeting.  This  organization  may  be  the 
major  accomplishment  of  the  days  together,  and 
for  this  one  can  be  grateful  to  Ranjit  Chet- 
singh  s patient  and  persistent  confronting  us 
with  our  situation,  and  to  Lewis  Waddi love’s 
clear  statements  and  guidance  of  the  two  com- 
mittees responsible  for  bringing  forward  a plan 
for  a smaller  Advisory  and  Interim  Committee 
to  supplant  the  present  Executive  Committee. 
I his  clears  the  way  for  much  better  functioning 
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of  our  central  office,  which  will  now  be  under 
Herbert  Hadley,  as  general  secretary,  and  lo- 
cated at  Birmingham,  England.  Clarification  of 
the  function  of  the  general  secretary,  of  the  im- 
portance of  intervisitation  and  of  the  nature  of 
these  triennial  meetings  has  been  helpful.  An 
enlarged  budget  showed  an  enthusiasm  for  the 
Friends  World  Committee  and  determination 
to  support  it.  I feel  that  Friends  are  generally 
quite  ready  to  increase  their  financial  gifts  to 
this  Committee. 

Disappointing  to  many  was  our  lack  of  vision 
about  an  exciting  spiritual  role  the  committee  is 
destined  to  have  in  the  life  of  Friends.  Inter- 
visitation has  been  our  most  satisfying  function, 
and  all  agreed  that  this  is  our  clearest  and  most 
useful  activity.  New  support  for  and  participa- 
tion in  the  work  of  the  Quaker  Team  at  the 
United  Nations  was  encouraged  and  planned  as 
the  committee  recognized  that  simply  a nomi- 
nal relationship  to  this  work  was  not  only  frus- 
trating but  hardly  honest.  As  in  1952  at  the 
Fifth  Meeting  of  the  World  Committee  in  Ox- 
ford, Friends  felt  that  it  was  not  the  time  to 
consider  shortening  our  full  title,  the  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation,  by  dropping 
the  last  two  words.  Many  Friends  spoke  feeling- 
ly of  the  dangers  of  a provincial  Society  which 
did  not  recognize  in  its  whole  outlook  its  re- 
latedness to  Asia  and  Africa,  but  no  coherent, 
forward-moving  plan  was  proposed.  Our  long- 
est step  in  this  direction,  the  appointment  of 
Ranjit  Chetsingh  to  the  General  Secretariat  for 
Friends,  had  been  taken:  there  was  no  way  to 
encourage  initiative  in  the  Asian  countries  with 
their  treasuries  emptier  than  the  World  Com- 
mittee’s, nor  the  white  Australians  and  New 
Zealanders  who  indicated  at  this  conference  that 
they  wanted  to  be  related  to  Great  Britain  rather 
than  the  Pacific  Area,  nor  our  own  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, for  after  all  what  do  we  know  of  what  we  re 
hoping  for!  It  was  Asia  left  to  the  Asians  as  far 
as  Friends  planned  at  this  World  Committee 
meeting. 

Now  have  we  a common  faith  and  practice— 
is  the  F.W.C.  the  common  denominator  among 
Friends,  least  or  highest  depending  on  one's 
own  fractional  relationship?  Little  of  the  ses- 
sions time  was  given  to  considering  the  recon- 
ciling function  among  Friends,  and  only  by  ref- 
erence was  recognized  the  growing  interest  in 
theology  in  many  areas  of  the  Society  and  the 
awareness  of  a growing  evangelical  fervor  for 
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what  we  call  the  more  doctrinaire  or  “funda- 
mental” concepts  Friends  hold  about  the  Bible, 
the  body  and  nature  of  Christ,  and  salvation. 
But  it  was  not  just  that  this  committee  met  in 
the  ebb-tide  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting  that 
these  divisive  aspects  of  the  Society’s  life  were 
before  us.  Trying  to  include  representatives  from 
all  Friends’  groups  sensitized  us  all  to  the  lang- 
uage we  used,  and  we  left  many  things  unsaid 
or  dulled  in  order  not  to  offend.  Unity  at  this 
level  is  not  the  need  of  Friends. 

The  reward  for  me  of  this  opportunity  to  at- 
tend the  committee  meetings  was  to  recognize 
how  much  more  attractive  are  most  Friends 
than  the  views  they  hold.  Indeed  much  of  the 
appeal  of  what  they  say  is  entirely  the  product 
of  what  we  know  of  their  personality  and  way 
of  life.  This  is  a great  heritage  of  Friends— and 
one  usually  lost  in  conference  and  committee 
times— that  we  distrust  the  words  not  interpreted 
and  clothed  in  action.  I found  that  working  re- 
lationships and  enjoyment  of  one  another  do  not 
depend  at  all  upon  agreement— even  about  the 
most  basic  religious  concepts.  Relationship  de- 
pends upon  love  for  one  another  and  expecta- 
tion that  as  God  speaks  sometimes  wonderfully 
in  one’s  own  heart,  so  we  may  expect  this  voice 
from  every  other  person. 

It  may  be  that  this  is  a small  and  obvious 
thing— an  ancient  truth  which  the  Pacific  Year- 
ly Meeting  should  not  have  had  to  send  a dele- 
gate to  Germantown,  Ohio,  to  learn.  But  to  me 
this  is  our  most  important  truth:  the  bridge  to 
the  great  religions  of  the  world  whose  follow- 
ers are  not  Christians:  the  common  faith  that 
binds  us  most  surely  to  our  enemy  as  well  as  to 
our  friend  so  that  in  this  bond  we  cannot  tell 
the  one  from  the  other:  and  the  everlasting  arms 
that  sustain  us  through  the  darkest  days  of 
doubts  and  uncertainty  and  lift  us  to  the  light 
that  is  within  us  and  that  is  eternal. 


SAILORS  AND  A LOCAL  PAPER 

The  following  item,  from  one  of  Lucy  Burtt’s  letters, 
was  sent  us  by  Ted  Herman  (Box  885,  Colgate  Sta- 
tion, Hamilton,  N.Y. ).  Lucy  Burtt  is  a British  Friend 
who  spent  many  years  teaching  at  Yenehing  University 
outside  Peking,  China.  She  wrote  this  from  the  Friends 
Center  in  Victoria,  Australia. 

Friends  in  West  and  South  Australia,  facing 
the  problem  of  a small  and  very  scattered  mem- 
bership, find  it  difficult  to  collect  any  consider- 
able group  for  meetings  for  worship,  or  to  pro- 
vide within  the  Meeting  for  the  needs  of  their 
young  people  at  different  age  levels,  but  they 
keep  on  courageously.  Perth  Friends  are  happy 
over  having  at  last  been  able  to  buy  a meeting 
house  of  their  own,  and  also  for  the  warm 
friendliness  shown  by  Quakers  all  over  Australia 
in  making  gifts  or  interest-free  loans  to  help 
with  the  payment. 

A tiny,  rather  isolated  group  of  Friends  at 


Kadina  in  South  Australia  interested  me  espec- 
ially as  one  family,  Horace  Tossell  and  his  wife, 
have  had  courage  and  determination  enough  to 
found  and  maintain  a local  newspaper,  The 
South  Australian  Farmer.  In  addition  to  much 
simple  local,  personal  and  farming  news,  Horace 
Tossell  succeeds  in  including  reports  on  Chris- 
tian pacifist  work  and  all  kinds  of  international 
issues,  often  entirely  overlooked  or  deliberately 
excluded  from  the  main  daily  papers.  They  are 
much  helped  by  a young  reporter  and  his  wife 
who  some  years  ago  came  to  offer  their  services 
because  they  approved  of  the  editorial  policy  of 
the  paper. 

These  young  people  have  not  yet  joined  the 
society,  but  have  a concern  to  work  for  better 
international  understanding.  They  find  time, 
beyond  the  heavy  work  of  reporting  and  caring 
for  their  growing  family  to  go  down  to  the  small 
port  some  ten  miles  away  every  time  a ship 
comes  in  and  offer  to  bring  back  home  any  or- 
iental members  of  the  crew  who  would  care  to 
come.  By  this  time  they  have  built  up  quite  a 
connection  with  the  sailors  who  bring  Japanese 
boats  to  collect  consignments  of  the  barley  for 
which  the  district  is  famous.  Their  guest  book 
includes  nearly  100  Japanese  signatures,  and  vis- 
itors, too,  from  India  and  Pakistan.  Quite  nat- 
urally this  causes  something  of  a stir  locally,  so 
international  ideas  are  spreading  in  several  di- 
rections. I spend  much  of  my  time  trying  to  get 
people  to  see  that  we  need  not  wait  for  “meet- 
ings at  the  highest  level”  before  we  start  projects 
of  international  understanding  ourselves.  Here 
is  a young  couple  really  getting  to  work,  and 
along  with  the  Tossells  nobly  standing  up  for 
real  freedom  of  the  press— and  all  this  in  a tiny 
remote  market  town. 


1956  YEARLY  MEETING 

Yearly  Meeting  will  be  held  this  year  August 
15  to  19,  inclusive.  The  site,  reports  Fred  Al- 
lan, chairman  of  the  committee  on  arrange- 
ments, will  be  the  San  Francisco  Y.M.C.A.  camp 
at  Jones  Gulch,  near  La  Honda  in  the  heart  of 
the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  California.  “It 
is,”  he  says,  “a  beautiful  location  and  more  than 
adequate  for  our  requirements.  It  is  just  seventy 
miles  south  of  San  Francisco.”  Fuller  reports  on 
accommodations,  committees,  etc.,  will  be  furn- 
ished in  later  Bulletins. 


CORRECTION  IN  MEETING  LIST 

From  Salt  Lake  City  Mildred  McAlister  (1283 
Fourth  Ave. ) writes  that  the  time  given  in  the  Meeting 
List  is  incorrect:  the  group  in  Salt  Lake  meets  at  5 
p.m.  Sundays,  at  232  University  St.,  not  on  the  campus 
of  the  University.  “We  continue  to  hold  together  as  a 
small  meeting,”  she  continues,  “with  the  food  surplus 
plan  and  the  study  of  the  New  Testament  as  our  two 
concerns  at  the  present  time.  Our  membership  has  been 
a transient  one  in  since  1949.  Altogether  we  have  had 
about  30  persons  who  have  belonged,  but  never  more 
than  8 or  9 at  one  time!  We  are  beginning  to  feel  that 
this  is  the  way  it  will  always  be,  in  our  community.” 
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NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Our  treasurer,  Robert  L.  Simkin,  has  sent  the  Bul- 
letin a letter  from  James  F.  Walker,  executive  secretary 
of  Friends  World  Committee,  American  Section;  “We 
do  verv  much  appreciate  the  generous  support  of  Paci- 
fic Yearly  Meeting  to  the  work  of  our  committee.  If 
there  is  a way  of  thanking  the  members  I hope  you 
will  do  so.  We  particularly  appreciate  the  increase  over 


Josephine  Duveneck  (Flidden  Villa,  Los  Altos, 
Calif.),  a member  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting,  received  one 
of  the  two  Lane  Bryant  awards  made  this  year.  From 
among  600  official  nominations  of  individuals  who 
have  provided  voluntary  service  of  outstanding  merit 
to  American  home  and  community  life,  Mrs.  Charles 
Keller,  Jr.,  of  New  Orleans  and  Josephine  Duveneck 
were  chosen.  The  former’s  work  was  with  the  Urban 
League  of  Greater  New  Orleans  on  the  problem  of 
Negro  housing,  with  the  result  that  200  homes  were 
recently  opened  in  a housing  project  for  both  Negro 
and  white  occupancy. 

The  work  for  which  Josephine  was  honored  was 
among  Indians  in  California;  she  visited  about  half 
the  82  California  reservations  in  1953  to  find  where 
Friends  might  be  useful,  made  a summary  of  the  situa- 
tion and  helped  the  American  Friends  Service  Commit- 
tee regional  office  in  San  Francisco  organize  a program 
of  field  work,  now  being  carried  out  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Frank  Quinn.  The  work,  of  course,  is  part  of 
the  broad  program  of  the  A.F.S.C.  with  American  In- 
dians, pioneered  by  the  Regional  Office  in  Southern 
California,  and  now  being  carried  out  in  several  parts 
of  the  country. 

£ # # 

Roy  and  Nellie  Waterbury  (925  Cherry  Ave., 
Long  Beach  13,  Calif.)  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  any 
persons  in  the  Long  Beach  vicinity  who  feel  that  the 
long  trip  to  Whittier  or  Pasadena  is  almost  impossible 
every  Sunday  morning  and  would  be  interested  in  a 
small  worship  group,  perhaps  beginning  in  homes  of 
attenders.  Roy  and  Nellie  Waterbury  were  active  in 

organizing  such  a group  in  Sacramento  some  time  ago. 

# # a 

Bom:  on  December  17,  1955,  to  Kenneth  and  Elise 
Boulding,  of  2670  Bedford  Rd.,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan, 

a son  named  William  Frederic  Boulding. 

# # * 

Born:  on  November  23,  1955,  to  Arthur  E.  and 
Ethel  Rose,  4115  Inglewood  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  a 

son  named  Timothy  Allan  Rose. 

# a 

Married:  at  Orange  Grove  Meeting  house,  December 
27,  1955  Freda  Way  and  Ronald  Wallis.  Both  are 
students  at  Antioch  College,  Ohio. 

« # tt 

At  the  South-west  Half-yearly  Meeting,  at  Redlands 
University,  January  28  and  29,  the  Saturday  evening 
program  will  be  in  charge  of  Young  Friends,  who  will 
present  concerns  to  be  discussed.  The  meeting  starts 
Saturday  afternoon  at  1 : 15  and  will  continue  till  Sun- 
day afternoon.  All  Friends  in  the  neighborhood  are  in- 
vited, and  visiting  Friends  as  well. 

# # # 

“Will  you  please  state  in  the  Bulletin,”  writes 
Charles  Davis  ( P.  O.  Box  99,  Oakhurst,  Calif. ) “that 
our  little  unofficial  meeting  for  worship  will  be  glad  to 
have  visitors  at  any  time.  We  meet  every  other  Sunday 
at  these  places:  home  of  Howard  Washburn,  P.O.  Box 
134,  Oakhurst  (phone,  Oakhurst  362);  home  of  Walter 
Lohan,  8700  S.  Reed  Ave.,  Reedley;  home  of  George 
Leavitt,  3832  N.  Angus,  Fresno  (phone  95325). 

“The  Delta  Meeting  came  down  and  met  with  us 
at  Oakhurst  early  in  December.  It  gave  us  a great  lilt. 
Time:  Sunday  school,  11  a.m.,  pot  luck  lunch  at  noon, 
adult  meeting,  2 pan.” 


Orange  Grove  Meeting,  after  long  and  serious  con- 
sideration, has  decided  to  pay  under  protest  the  county 
property  tax,  required  of  those  groups  who  are  not  wil- 
ling to  sign  a non-disloyalty  oath.  It  will  then  file  suit 
for  refund,  joining  several  other  churches  in  the  vicinity 
in  testing  the  constitutionality  of  the  oath.  A committee 
Paul  Johnson,  Beach  Langston,  Kellogg  Peckham 

and  Arthur  Vail,  is  continuing  work  on  this  matter. 

# # 

For  its  spring  term,  Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School  is 
offering  courses  in  child  development,  family  and  com- 
munity, and  nursery  education,  with  emphasis  on  prac- 
tical work  with  the  children  of  the  school.  Among  the 
faculty  will  be  Dr.  Mildred  Cranston,  national  vice- 
president  of  the  Y.W.C.A.,  and  former  member  of  the 
Pasadena  Board  of  Education,  Dr.  Sidney  Lasell,  pedia- 
trician, and  members  of  the  staff  of  Pacific  Oaks: 
Evangeline  Burgess,  Hester  Wells,  Betty  Jones  and 
Marianne  Wolman.  For  full  information  on  credits, 
courses,  and  other  programs  of  interest,  write  to  the 

school,  714  West  California  St.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

* * * 

The  Whittier  Institute  will  be  held  this  year  June 
28  to  30;  its  subject  will  be  Africa,  with  its  many  prob- 
lems and  opportunities.  The  chairman  of  the  Regional 
Institute  Planning  Committee  is  Eubanks  Carsner  of 
Riverside-Redlands  Meeting;  Elmer  H.  Brown  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Pacific  South- 
west Office,  will  carry  the  staff  responsibility.  Address 
inquiries  to  the  A.F.S.C.,  P.O.  Box  966-M,  Pasadena  20, 
Calif. 

* * * 

From  October  to  January,  Marion  Glaeser  has  been 
going  back  and  forth  to  Greece  on  the  T.S.S.  Olympia, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Council  on  Student  Travel, 
an  organization  which  encourages  student  travel  and 
fosters  intercultural  understanding  through  shipboard 
programs,  conferences  and  other  activities.  “On  the 
Olympia  at  this  time  of  year,”  Marion  Glaeser’s  lettex 
continues,  “of  course,  there  are  not  too  many  students. 
Eastbound  we  provide  entertainment  and  informational 
activities  for  tourists  to  Greece  and  Italy,  and  to  pas- 
sengers returning  to  their  homeland  to  visit  or  retire. 
Westbound  we’ve  carried  a full  load  of  1200  passen- 
gers, about  half  of  them  coming  to  the  United  States 
or  Canada  for  the  first  time.  We  give  English  lessons 
and  orientation  to  life  in  America.  . . I’ve  been  work- 
ing hard,  with  only  a couple  of  days  ashore  at  each 
end,  but  I’m  enjoying  it,  and  life  at  sea  agrees  with 
me!” 


COLLEGE  PARK  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

“I  must  be  about  my  Father’s  business,”  a message 
given  in  the  meeting  for  worship,  became  the  keynote 
of  the  29th  session  of  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting, 
in  San  Jose,  November  5,  1955.  Catherine  Bruner 
of  Delta  Meeting  reported  on  the  activities  of  the  North- 
ern California  Council  of  Churches,  she  was  asked  to 
serve  on  their  Commission  for  Adult  Education,  and 
Georges  Weber  was  appointed  to  the  Council’s  Com- 
mission for  the  Aged. 

Monthly  Meeting  reports  were  heard  from  Berkeley, 
Palo  Alto,  San  Francisco,  San  Jose,  and  the  two  new 
Meetings:  Monterey  Peninsula  and  Delta.  The  Montere\ 
group  is  interested  in  forming  a cooperative  funeral  asso- 
ciation similar  to  the  one  in  Palo  Alto.  San  Jose  now 
has  a Sunday  school  at  10  o’clock,  and  meeting  for 
worship  is  held  every  Sunday.  San  Francisco  has  two 
study  groups,  on  “Friends  for  300  Years"  and  “The 
Acts  of  the  Apostles.” 

Herbert  Jones  of  San  Jose  reported  that  no  further 
funds  have  been  forthcoming  to  add  to  John  Beamish’s 
bequest  for  establishing  a Friends  Home  for  the  Aged 
on  the  West  Coast.  It  has  been  suggested  that  Friends 
ask  another  denomination,  perhaps  the  Methodists,  if 
Friends  may  share  in  one  of  their  cottage  plans. 
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THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Grace  Lawrence,  chairman; 
Esther  Richards,  editor;  Mary  Martine,  Fern- 
er  Nuhn,  Gretchen  Tuthill,  Martha  Val- 
lance,  Etta  Vogel 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Friends  Bulletin,  2814  N.  E. 
27th  Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  and  PACIFIC  COAST 
ASSOCIATION  OF  FRIENDS 

Clerk:  Ruth  Schmoe,  13434  40th  Ave.,  N.  E.,  Se- 
attle 55,  Washington;  Alternate  Clerk:  Dorothy 
Lash,  R.  R.  5,  Box  2255,  Victoria,  B.  C.,  Record- 
ing Clerk:  Catherine  Bruner,  1603  Woodland 
Drive,  Stockton,  California;  Reading  Clerk:  Clar- 
ence Cunningham,  2422  Channing  Way,  Berke- 
ley 4,  California;  Secretary:  Mildred  Burck,  Rt. 
1,  Box  167,  Monmouth,  Oregon;  Treasurer:  Rob- 
ert L.  Simkin,  1032  West  36th  St.,  Los  Angeles 
7,  California. 


Isabel  Bachels  of  San  Francisco  expressed  a concern 
for  people  who  come  to  Friends  asking  for  aid,  espec- 
ially spiritual  help.  A group,  representing  the  various 
Meetings,  talked  with  her  at  the  lunch  hour;  they  were 
asked  to  report  to  their  Monthly  Meetings,  asking  each 
Meeting  to  appoint  a member  of  a committee  to  discuss 
the  problem  further. 

Officers  for  the  coming  year  were  approved  as  fol- 
lows: clerk,  William  James;  alternate  clerk,  David 
Bruner;  recording  clerk,  Elsie  Renne;  treasurer,  Jen- 
NIVIEVE  WESTWICK. 

In  the  afternoon  session,  Marion  Field  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Meeting,  a registered  nurse,  told  of  her  work  with 
the  Houses  for  Korea  project.  “Perhaps  our  greatest 
contribution,”  she  said,  “is  friendship.” 

—Elsie  Renne 


AS  WE  OPPOSE  THE  BOMB 

The  following  letter  was  called  to  the  editor’s  attention 
by  Peggy  Church  (Box  63,  Ranchos  de  Taos,  N.M.). 
It  appeared  in  the  London  Friend  last  spring,  and 
although  it  is  nearly  a year  old,  it  is  still  timely,  espe- 
cially perhaps  for  Americans. 

“May  I suggest  some  principles  to  guide  our  cam- 
paigning on  the  matter  of  the  hydrogen  bomb? 

“a)  We  should  not  act  as  though  we  believed  that 
the  leaders  of  nations  are  knaves  or  fools,  who  wilfully 
or  foolishly  do  not  perceive  a course  of  action  obvious 
to  “common  people”.  Such  an  attitude  has  no  converting 
power,  and  it  has  no  basis  in  fact.  The  statesmen  of  the 
world  must  be  grievously  aware  of  the  responsibilities 
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they  carry;  they  need  our  prayers,  not  our  petulant 
criticism. 

“b)  For  a nation  to  do  what  is  right,  which  is  to 
refuse  reliance  on  any  weapon  of  war,  whatever  other 
nations  may  do,  is  not  (save  perhaps  in  a narrowly 
material  sense)  a way  of  safety:  it  is  the  way  of  the 
Cross.  No  prime  minister  or  president  can  commit  his 
people  to  such  a path;  individuals  must  choose  it  for 
themselves.  The  things  we  urge  upon  politicians  must 
be  the  things  we  think  most  people  support,  or  can  be 
led  to  support  ...  We  must  not  expect  great  results 
from  such  limited  action,  for  the  difficulties  are  im- 
mense; and  we  must  not  expect  a short  cut  to  unilateral 
disarmament,  which  must  come  (if  it  comes  at  all)  by 
the  slow  convincement  of  individuals. 

“c)  We  should  not  act  as  though  we  believe  that 
even  present  policies  will  necessarily  lead  to  war,  or 
that  war  will  destroy  the  human  race;  for  we  know 
neither  of  these  things.  Nor  should  we  talk  as  though 
the  destruction  of  human  life  and  property  is  the 
supreme  evil:  for  the  soul  of  man  is  immortal,  and  his 
property  is  of  no  account,  and  the  true  evil  lies  not  in 
the  terrors  of  destruction,  but  in  the  will  to  destroy. 

d)  When  we  feel  that  all  is  lost  unless  we  immedi- 
ately rush  out  and  do  great  things  ( we  know  not  what 
or  how),  let  us  pause  and  ask  whether  we  truly  believe 
chat  God  cares  for  us  and  all  mankind.” 

—Charles  F.  Carter,  Belfast,  Ireland 


BOOK  REVIEW 

Before  No  High  Altars,  by  Winifred  Rawlins,  Ex- 
position Press,  New  York,  $2.50. 

Before  No  High  Altars  is  a new  book  of  verse  by 
Winifred  Rawlins,  known  and  loved  by  many  of  us. 
She  is  a member  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  now 
on  the  staff  of  Pendie  Hill. 

One  is  led  to  introduce  this  book  of  verse  with  the 
familiar  counsel  of  Jesus  to  his  followers:  “He  that  hath 
ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.”  For  we  find  in  these  verses 
a speaking  from  the  traveler  of  the  “inner  islands”  to 
be  heard  by  companions  of  the  way,  or  by  those  to 
whom  words  in  meter  and  rhyme  bring  delight  just  in 
the  reading. 

The  word  patterns  and  suggestive  images  are  effec- 
tively employed  in  a metric  system  and  rhyming  pattern 
unique  to  the  author  in  her  incorporation  of  traditional 
lyricism  with  the  modern  form. 

In  content,  these  verses  bring  into  modern  dress  the 
timeless  questing  of  the  mystic  Plato,  the  star-rapt 
Zoroaster,  the  scholar  Augustine.  But  yet  more,  for  they 
clothe  the  search  for  Truth  with  the  beauty  and  living 
warmth  of  a spirit  which  knows  not  only  the  answer 
from  Nature’s  many  voices,  but  the  soul-sufficing  answer 
from  the  gathered  silence  and  the  voice  heard  within. 

— Ardelle  Dennis 
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